VETERINARY

ToDAY

Vol.1 Issuel Jan, 2023 Pages: 09-10

Asif
Department of Geography
Aligarh Muslim University

The Role Of Animal Husbandry In Economic
Viability Of Small And Marginal Farmers

Animal husbandry is the branch of agriculture that
deals with the breeding, rearing, and management of
domestic animals for commercial purposes. In India,
animal husbandry is an essential part of the rural
economy, providing livelihoods to millions of people,
especially small and marginal farmers. The sector has
significant potential for contributing to the economic
viability of small and marginal farmers by generating
income, creating employment, and improving their
standard of living. In this article, we will discuss the
role of animal husbandry in the economic viability of
small and marginal farmers.

The Economic Benefits of Animal Husbandry:
Animal husbandry is a significant source of income for
small and marginal farmers in India. Livestock,
including cattle, buffaloes, sheep, goats, and poultry,
are raised for milk, meat, eggs, and other products,
such as wool and leather. The sale of these products
provides a steady source of income for farmers,
especially during times of agricultural uncertainty.
Additionally, animals can also be sold as a capital
asset, providing a lump sum of income that can be used
for other purposes, such as investments in agriculture
or household expenses.

Animal husbandry also provides a significant
source of employment in rural areas. Many people are
involved in different aspects of animal husbandry, such
as animal care, milking, processing, and marketing of
animal products. This generates employment
opportunities, particularly for women and youth, who
can work from their homes, thereby reducing migration
to urban areas in search of work.

Animal husbandry also contributes to the
nutritional security of small and marginal farmers.
Milk, meat, and eggs are rich sources of protein, which
are essential for the growth and development of
children, especially in rural areas, where access to a
diverse range of food is limited. In addition, manure
produced by animals is an essential source of organic
fertilizer, which helps improve soil fertility, leading to
higher crop yields and increased income for farmers.

Challenges Faced by Small and Marginal
Farmers: Despite the numerous benefits of animal
husbandry, small and marginal farmers face several
challenges in this sector. Lack of access to credit, high
input costs, poor infrastructure, and limited access to
markets are the significant challenges faced by small
and marginal farmers in animal husbandry. This limits
their ability to invest in their livestock, resulting in
poor animal health and low productivity.

Conclusion: Animal husbandry is a vital
component of the rural economy in India and plays a
critical role in the economic viability of small and
marginal farmers. The sector provides income,
employment, and nutritional security to millions of
people, particularly in rural areas. However, the
challenges faced by small and marginal farmers need
to be addressed through policies that support
investment in animal husbandry, infrastructure
development, and access to markets and credit. The
government and other stakeholders need to work
together to create an enabling environment for small
and marginal farmers to participate fully in the animal
husbandry sector, leading to their economic
empowerment and improved standard of living.

Another important aspect of animal husbandry
is the generation of employment opportunities in rural
areas. As the livestock sector is labor-intensive, it
creates a significant number of jobs, especially for
small and marginal farmers. It provides employment
opportunities not only in farming but also in various
allied activities such as animal feed production, animal
health services, and meat processing. The development
of animal husbandry can, therefore, contribute to the
overall economic growth and development of rural
areas.
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Moreover, animal husbandry can also
improve the nutritional status of small and marginal
farmers. Livestock products such as milk, meat, and
eggs are excellent sources of high-quality protein and
other essential nutrients. By producing these products
themselves, small and marginal farmers can meet
their family's nutritional needs and even generate
additional income by selling the surplus. This can
have a positive impact on the health and wellbeing of
the entire family.

In addition, animal husbandry can also
lead to sustainable agriculture practices. Livestock
farming can help small and marginal farmers in
recycling nutrients, organic matter, and energy
within the farm, reducing the need for external
inputs. For example, livestock manure can be used as
fertilizer for crops, reducing the use of chemical
fertilizers. Also, livestock can graze on marginal
lands, reducing the pressure on arable land and
helping to preserve the ecosystem's biodiversity.

Overall, animal husbandry can play a
crucial role in the economic viability of small and
marginal farmers. By providing a regular source of
income, generating employment opportunities,
improving the nutritional status of the farmers and
their families, and promoting sustainable agriculture
practices, animal husbandry can help alleviate
poverty in rural areas. However, to achieve these
benefits, small and marginal farmers require
adequate training and access to credit, veterinary
services, and other support services. Therefore, the
government and other stakeholders should take
initiatives to promote animal husbandry and support
small and marginal farmers to ensure sustainable and
inclusive growth in rural areas.

In conclusion, animal husbandry is a
critical component of the agricultural economy and
can contribute to the economic viability of small and
marginal farmers. Through the production of high-
value livestock products, the generation of
employment opportunities, and the promotion of
sustainable agriculture practices, animal husbandry
can help small and marginal farmers to achieve
financial stability and improve their livelihoods. The
government and other stakeholders should, therefore,
take steps to promote animal husbandry and provide
the necessary support to small and marginal farmers
to ensure their economic sustainability and inclusive
growth in rural areas.
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