VETERINARY

ToDAY

Veterinary Today
Vol.1 Issue 4 April, 2023
Pages:45-46

Understanding animal behavior

Devendra Saran, Teaching Associate, Department of Veterinary Anatomy, College of Veterinary and Animal

Science, Bikaner (RAJUVAS, Bikaner) Rajasthan 334001

’.\' 6; J ) Je—a 4 :;’)‘\b'.c ’\'L ,V\\.
( | l 3 . g C-® !

e &
X 1 1 8%
P P . \ b bl | |
2 N \ ? A f‘ | |

‘/,
"‘J‘ 0 ‘ . ..; . :.

{ ] wp : ~

‘, ! L /- L = 4 < [ s

Introduction

A fundamental component of veterinary medicine is
animal behaviour. In order to care for and treat animals
properly, it is essential to comprehend their behaviour.
Animal behaviour can reveal probable stressors, illnesses,
and abnormal behaviour. Veterinarians can put stress-
reduction and animal welfare measures into practise by
understanding animal behaviour. The significance of animal
behaviour in veterinary medicine is covered in this article,
along with issues including communication, social behaviour,
and abnormal behaviour.
Communication

An important component of animal behaviour is
communication. Animals use a variety of methods to
communicate with one another, including vocalisations, body
language, and chemical messages. It is crucial to comprehend
animal communication in order to comprehend their
behaviour and respond accordingly. For instance, a cat's
purring may be a sign of contentment, whereas a growl or a
hiss may be a sign of fear or hostility.
Social Behavior
Many animals live in social groups and are social beings. It's
critical to comprehend social group dynamics in order to
deliver effective care. For instance, a vet treating a dog for
separation anxiety would suggest behavioral training or
socialization to make the dog feel more at ease when left
alone.
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Abstract

It is essential to comprehend animal behaviour in
order to deliver effective veterinary care and
treatment. Communication, social behaviour, and
deviant behaviour are all part of the vast topic of
animal behaviour. This article discusses the use of
animal  behaviour in veterinary medicine,
particularly how it may be used to spot possible
stressors for animals and put relaxation techniques
into practise. The article also discusses the
advantages of studying animal behaviour, such as
being able to spot symptoms of distress and know
how to react. The essay concludes by highlighting
the significance of ongoing study and investigation
into animal behaviour in order to enhance veterinary
treatment and animal welfare.

Many animals live in social groups and are social beings. It's
critical to comprehend social group dynamics in order to
deliver effective care. For instance, a vet treating a dog for
separation anxiety would suggest behavioural training or
socialisation to make the dog feel more at ease when left
alone. Veterinarians can anticipate possible stressors for
animals and put procedures in place to lessen that stress by
having an understanding of social behaviour.

Abnormal Behavior:

For a variety of reasons, such as stress, disease, or
environmental circumstances, animals may display odd
behaviours. Understanding anomalous behaviour is crucial
for locating root causes and putting the right course of action.
For instance, a horse that repeatedly circles about in its stall
could be displaying a stress-related behaviour and would
profit from environmental enrichment or behavioural
therapy.

Animals may act strangely for a variety of causes,
including stress, illness, or environmental factors. Finding
the core reasons and choosing the appropriate line of action
require a thorough understanding of anomalous conduct. A
horse that circles about in its stall repeatedly, for example,
may be exhibiting a stress-related habit and might benefit
from environmental enrichment or behavioural therapy.
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Animals frequently experience behavioural problems
that might negatively affect their quality of life. Dogs,
for instance, frequently struggle with separation anxiety,
which can lead to destructive behaviour when left alone.
Through the use of medication, behaviour modification
strategies, and environmental enrichment, veterinarians
can aid in the diagnosis and treatment of these disorders.
The identification and management of behavioural
abnormalities in animals is a crucial part of animal
behaviour in veterinary medicine.

Finally, improving animal welfare requires an
understanding of animal behaviour. The physical and
mental well of the animals in their care must be taken
into consideration by veterinarians as animal welfare is
a crucial aspect of veterinary medicine. Veterinarians
can contribute to bettering animal welfare and
strengthening the human-animal link by comprehending
animal behaviour and putting stress-reduction and
natural behavior-promaotion tactics into practise.
Conclusion

For proper animal care and treatment, it is
crucial to comprehend animal behaviour. To give the
best care possible, veterinarians need to have a solid
understanding of animal communication, social
behaviour, and aberrant behaviours. Veterinarians can
enhance the health and welfare of the animals they are
responsible for by incorporating knowledge of animal
behaviour into their work. Animal welfare and veterinary
care will be further enhanced through ongoing study and
research in the field of animal behaviour.
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